
 
 

 
This activity highlights the life and music of the composer Scott Joplin. It can be adapted from 
simple coloring pages to a collage--whatever works best for your students or children. 
Discussion questions are included to facilitate a conversation about the life and music of Joplin. 
 

 
For simple coloring pages, simply print out the included pages and listen to the corresponding 
musical piece while coloring that page. For example, find the “Rose Leaf Rag'' coloring page, 
and color while listening to “Rose Leaf Rag”. After the song is over, read and discuss the fact on 
that page together. 
 
For the bouquet collage activity you will need a large piece of 
construction paper, scissors, glue stick, crayons, and stapler. 
Listen to the corresponding musical piece while coloring the 
page, but then cut out the flower and fact sheet after coloring. 
After the song is over, read and discuss the facts on the page 
together. Note: It may be fun to spread this activity over several 
days, focusing on one piece per day. 
 
Continue in this fashion until all all coloring pages are colored 
and cut out. Arrange the cut out flowers and vase on the 
construction paper, and glue into place. Put all the fact pages in 
order, with the cover in front. Staple in the upper left corner to 
create a booklet. Then glue the back of the last page to the 
construction paper. 
 

 
Discussion questions are included on the page with the vase, but may be adapted for the age of 
the child. Additionally, this activity may spark an interest for further research on Scott Joplin’s 
life and music. There are many wonderful resources available online, although I was personally 
disappointed to find out that there were few children’s books on his life, and the one picture book 
I found, “Raggin’” by Barbara Mitchell seems to be out of print. 

 


















