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This project should only be completed under careful adult
supervision. Children should never be left alone with matches.

Crankies are a traditional storytelling
device that have been used for hundreds
of years. These instructions are based off
a tutorial by Sue Truman, a crankie
historian and a true artist. Her work can
be found on TikTok @suetruman411 and
Instagram @suetruman1015

-Scissors

-Exacto knife \
-Tape h
-Something to punch a small 1/8” hole

-Mini matchbox (dollar store multipack)
-Two standard sized matches or toothpicks/skewers

Her website is www.thecrankiefactory.com his printout

Cut out strips, Throw away Use exacto knife to
slightly overlap and matches and draw  remove the inner
tape front and 1/4” border rectangle you just
back. around box. drew.

Remove

phosphorus tips of
the standard sized
matches (safety!l)

L

Insert cut off Slip the strip all the
matches into the way through until
holes, leaving a bit the edge touches
more length on the the match.

top.

Slightly twist left
crank to center the

Twist this crank to
begin rolling the

When you get to
the beginning,
strip back onto the  repeat taping to title.

crankie. match step.
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Punch a small hole
over each corner
of the window (top
and bottom)

<

Tap edge of paper
to match, ensuring
tape is well stuck to
match and the
back of the strip

Voila! Enjoy singing
along with your
crankie! Twist the
left crank as you
sing, when you get
to the end, twist the
right crank to
rewind.



This project should only be completed under careful adult
supervision. Children should never be left alone with matches.

Crankies are a traditional storytelling
device that have been used for hundreds
of years. These instructions are based off
a tutorial by Sue Truman, a crankie
historian and a true artist. Her work can
be found on TikTok @suetruman411 and
Instagram @suetruman1015
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-Scissors
Exacto knife
-Tape

Her website is www.thecrankiefactory.com his printout
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-Something to punch a small 1/8” hole

-Mini matchbox (dollar store multipack)
-Two standard sized matches or toothplcks/skewers

Use exacto knife to
remove the inner
rectangle you just
drew.

Cut out sirips,
slightly overlap and
tape front and

back.

Throw away
matches and draw
1/4” border

around box.

<

-

Insert cut off
matches into the
holes, leaving a bit
more length on the
top.

Remove

phosphorus tips of
the standard sized
matches (safety!l)

Slip the strip all the
way through until
the edge touches
the match.

L

Twist this crank to
begin rolling the
strip back onto the
crankie.

When you get to
the beginning,
repeat taping to
match step.

Slightly twist left
crank to center the
title.
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Punch a small hole
over each corner
of the window (top
and bottom)

o

Tap edge of paper
to match, ensuring
tape is well stuck to
match and the
back of the strip

Voila! Enjoy singing
along with your
crankie! Twist the
left crank as you
sing, when you get
to the end, twist the
right crank to
rewind.



